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Who Are We 
and Where Are We Going? 

Have you ever heard the word, “Insanity?” 
Can you define it? 

I have come to the understanding that the 
definition of “insanity” is doing the same thing 
over and over again while expecting a different 
result. Kevin Costner played amateur golfer Roy 
McAvoy in the movie “Tin Cup.” In the final 
scene of the movie, Kevin’s character is in 
position to tie with Don Jonson on the final hole 
of the final round of the US Open. All Kevin 
needs to do is play it safe, hit the ball easy, and 
they will tie, forcing the duo to go into a playoff 
situation. 

For Kevin’s character, playing it safe is not in 
the cards or the clubs. He attempts a very 
difficult shot over the water hazard 
and…….well, he comes up short…and wet. In 
light of his failed attempt, his friends encourage 
him to hit another ball into the safe area and cut 
his losses. He chooses to go for it. He hits the 
same shot and gets the same result, nothing but 
wet. Over and over again, he hits the same shot 
and gets the same result. The crowd, his 
friends, and even the announcers are begging 
Roy (Kevin) to do something different, but he 
does not. He keeps putting a new golf ball in the 
same old place, using the same old club, and 
hitting it into the same old water. Insane! Right? 

We have had the amazing opportunity to be 
in worship and be in community together for the 
last year. The Methodist denomination appoints 
Pastors on an itinerant basis. Meaning: Pastors 
in our denomination have the potential to be 
appointed to one congregation for a year and 
then receive orders for an appointment to 
another congregation the following year. Back in 
the day, there might have been a thought 
process that Pastors were only effective for a 
year and then it was time to move on. In today’s 
world, Pastors are continuing their 
appointments year after year after year. Many 
churches plan strategies which take more time 
to develop, so, moving a Pastor every year may 
not be the most effective way to develop strong 
faith communities. 

The point of the story is that Pastors stay 
and Pastors go. For the North Mason United 
Methodist Church, this Pastor is staying! I have 
been re-appointed and I could not feel more 
blessed. I look to this next year with great 
excitement as we continue to lean forward, 
following the call God has placed in front of us. 
This next year is not a time to put the same old 
golf ball into the same old spot and hit it with the 
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same old club. This is a year to look at what we 
have already accomplished together and be 
adventurous.  

I like the thought that Kevin’s character does 
not want to play it safe. Nothing that Jesus did 
was safe. Our Christian discipleship has not 
pioneered new ideas, like building this church, 
by playing it safe. As Christians, Jesus 
followers, Spiritual Sojourners, (or whatever 
label makes us feel engaged as a member of a 
greater solution and not just part of a systemic 
problem) we have the opportunity to be 
adventurous. We have the opportunity to try new 
things. We have the opportunity to keep doing 
the things that are working, and we have the 
permission to stop doing the things that are not 
working and might even be keeping us from 
deepening our spiritual journey and our 
connection to our Creator. 

This is a brand new year.  

As I write these words, two red breasted 
Robins flew into the tree in front of my window. I 
have been very aware of the spiritual connection 
between Native American spirituality and how it 
crosses over and into (and sometimes far past) 
our Christian understanding. I looked up the 
symbolism of the Robin. Are you interested? 

Robin: Plant new seeds and be passionate! 
Let your light shine. Play in the grass and allow 
as much joy into your life as you can. Be as 
delighted as the Robin to meet the day, or the 
new challenge, with a song. Your song. The one 
that God has given only you to sing. Expect new 
growth and hold nothing back. Robin reminds us 
to let go of what is not working in our lives and 
to be released from the dramas which keep us 
entangled and unable to fly. 

You and I were created to fly and to sing and 
to share God’s love with the world. None of 
those things are safe. All of them will require 
courage. We might fail sometimes and hit our 
golf balls into the water. But we are a 
congregation of permission givers who meet 
success as well as failure with love and grace. 
As we continue to be a congregation together 
for another year, let us strive not to be insane! 
Instead let us be out of our minds and into our 
hearts! 

What is God calling you and us to do this 

year? I can’t wait to find out, together! 

I should end with a “Birdy” comment, but I 
won’t. Instead, email me your favorite and we 
can chuckle together! 

 
Many blessings on your way! 
Pastor Rob 
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From the cluttered desk of 
your Lay Leader, Joyce Stratton… 
 

As Pastor Rob says, 
“There’s a lot going on in this church!” 

 

 

August 14th - FRIDAY  FOOD  &  FUN, 5:30pm Come check it out! 

Next Food & Fun event is September 11th. 
 

August 23rd - Campfire Service 
10:15am Worship Service will kick off the day camp around the fire pit. Church folding chairs will be 
available, but you might want to bring your own camp chairs. Stick around after service for a potluck lunch and 
registration for: 

GOD’S GREAT OUTDOORS (VBS) Day Camp 
1:15-3:30pm - Come discover God’s creation through some fun activities like building your very own model log 
cabin to take home; discovering gifts from God as you geocache with friends...and leave a gift in return; 
singing; playing disc golf; and more! 
 

Notes from your Lay Leader & the Caregivers’ Support Group and the Upper Room: 
“I know I shouldn’t feel this way, but…” 
“When things get back to normal,…” 
“When I feel myself again,…” 
Just 3 typical mantras as we process grief and transition.  
When we expect any of these to be valid, we set ourselves up for disappointment, confusion, and guilt. In 
integrating grief and disappointment into our lives, the analogy of a quilt offers a meaningful image. We can 
take the patches of our lives (old and new) and piece them together into a new pattern, something uniquely 
ours. Above all, God invites us to accept the process of healing as a gift. 

August Emergency Food Donation Information 
 

Are we making a difference in our community? Check out this thank you card we 
received this week: 

“Dear members of United Methodist Church - Your FOOD DRIVE has been a huge 
support for our 100 summer nutrition food boxes. You provided most of the protein that 
we gave out last week! Your support has helped our budget and provided much needed 

nutrition for our hungry kids! Thank you so much - NMCCC Food for Kids” 

During the school year the Coalition of Churches sends backpacks with enough food for each child for the 
weekend. During the summer they fill a box to last a week for each child. These volunteers fill the boxes on 
Monday and they DELIVER the boxes on Tuesday. All summer our food donations have been going toward 
helping the hungry children of our community and we, the NMUMC, are helping feed the children of our North 
Mason neighbors. 

Protein is always much needed and in short supply. Those small cans are sometimes the only source of protein 
these kids get. How is your garden growing? Have any excess fruit or vegetables? Bring this into the church on 
Sunday and they will find their way into these boxes and sent out to the children within just a couple of days! 
Zucchini, tomatoes, carrots, fruit! You have apples or pears? They would love to be able to put fresh fruit and 
veggies in the boxes for the kids. Heck, no garden? I was just at Costco and a box of oranges was fairly 
reasonably priced and would be distributed and happily consumed! 

Together WE can make a difference, and we are! Let’s continue collecting those items to feed our kids. 

Denise Snow, Food Donation Distributor 
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Emergency Food Collection 
 

NMUMC donates to three groups in our area. 
The North Mason Food Bank, Community Food 
Pantry and the Coalition of Churches & 
Community. 
 

Thank you for helping those in need in our 
community! 

Free Community Lunch 
The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch 
that will be hosted by NMUMC is on August 
19th, from noon-1pm at the Belfair 
Community Baptist Church. If you would like to 
help in this community outreach program, call or 
talk to Judy Mastick or Lynn Coffman. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a discussion 
on the intersections of faith and current events.  

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for 
elementary school age children, after which 
childcare is available for all ages. 

Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) 
has a friendly competition every year to see 
which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If 
anyone would like to save 
these for Barb, she would 
love to have them! 
 

Please see Barb for more 
details. 

NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell 

phones to provide deployed and returning troops 

cost-free methods to communicate with  families 

while serving in the United States military. 

Donate cell phones (with their chargers) and 

place in the  designated box. 

Community 
Breakfast 
Sunday 

August 2nd 
8:30am - 9:30am 

Donations Gratefully Accepted 

Friday Food & Fun! 
Potluck & 

Game Night 

at NMUMC 

August 14th 

5:30pm - 8pm-ish 
 

WOW! Summer is flying by fast! Friday Food & 

Fun is the 2nd Friday of the month, August 14, 

starting at 5:30pm. A little potluck, a few hands of 

cards, lots of socializing and laughter! What could 

be better?! Its going to be hot, hot, hot! Anyone 

make a lovely jello something? I love jello in the 

summer. So bring your favorite dish to share and 

hope to see you on Friday, the 14th! 

 

Mike and Denise       Next Month: September 11th 

“The Word” 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I 

do? Do you want to study and explore the 

upcoming scripture being read on Sunday? Do 

you like to be in friendly discussions as to the 

possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! 

We are “The Word” discipleship group. We meet 

on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 7:30pm 

in the church library. We are having lots of fun and 

discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! 

Yes, we try to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All 

are welcome! 



Our Presence 

July 5 - 67 

July 12 - 54 

July 19 - 46 

July 26 - 71 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 
Jim Thomas (friend of Bob & Betty Helm), 
Mary Wingren, Jennifer O’Keefe, Jay and 
Kathy Matsen, Mike Williams (Gene & Linda 
Williams son), Juanita High, Laura Lee (Gerry 
Wasner’s youngest daughter), Josie Helene 
(Mike & Mary Wingren’s granddaughter), Dan 
Bearce, Al Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben Boad’s 
son-in-law), Bob Boad (Ben Boad’s son), Sarah 
Watkins (close friend of Duana), Peggy Hager, 
Rebecca Merhaut (Phyllis Merhaut ’s daughter-in
-law), and Leon Hart for healing and medical 
concerns 
 

Teresa Fleener’s son, Gaven Eier, severely 
wounded in the line of duty in Afghanistan, for 
emotional as well as physical recovery 
 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired in 
war and political violence 

Our Service 
Thank you so much to Joyce Stratton, the D-
Groups, Dan Goodell, and Al Aosved for leading 
worship in the absence of Pastor Rob. 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries through 

our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 
 

 
Your Finance Secretary, Denise Snow, has completed 
and distributed the 1st half 2015 contribution reports. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Denise at 360-275-5474. 
 

The Finance Committee and Church Council did not 
meet in July. We will provide you with a Finance 
update in your September newsletter. 
 

Wishing all of you a wonderful summer! 
 
Blessings from your Finance Committee 
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August Birthdays 
 2nd Phyllis Cass 

 3rd Phyllis Merhaut 

 4th Lynne Lenhart 

  Gary Carter 

 9th Wendell Fleener 

 18th Tom Lenhart 

 19th Peggy Hager 

 20th Kevin Wyble 

 27th Kacey Smith 

 29th Karen Mensinger 

  Pete Wyble 

 

August Anniversaries 
 4th Bob & Betty Helm 

 8th Karina Godievich & Cody Wahlbaum 

 20th Mel & Lynn Coffman 

 25th Bob & Peggy Hager 

 26th Tom & Lynne Lenhart 

 29th John & Teresa Nester 

 31st Gene & Linda Williams 

“Do all the good you can. 

By all the means you can. 

In all the ways you can.  

In all the places you can.  

At all the times you can.  

To all the people you can.  

As long as ever you can.” 
~John Wesley 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
8:30am Community 
Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

Communion 
 
 

 

3 
 

 

4 
7pm NA 

5 
6pm D-Group 

6 
6pm ACA 

7 
7pm NA 

8 

9 
9am Faithlink Class 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
 

 

11 
7pm NA 

12 
6pm D-Group 

13 
 

6pm ACA 

14 

5:30pm 
Friday Food 

& Fun! 
 

7pm NA 

15 
 

16 
9am Faithlink Class 

 
 
 

 

17 
 

 
 
 
 

 

18 
7pm NA 

19 
12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCBC  
 

6pm D-Group 

20 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 

21 
7pm NA 

22 
 
 
 

23 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

Campfire 
Sunday 

VBS! 
 
 
 

24 
 

 

25 
7pm NA 

26 
6pm D-Group 

27 
6pm ACA 

28 
7pm NA 

29 

30 31      

Committee Meetings 

Finance Committee, Trustees, and SPR 

Meetings - August 20th at 5pm 
 

Church Council - August 20th at 6:30pm 



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in Pensacola, FL 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed at Ft. Walton, FL. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 

 

 

We are located 1½ miles north of Belfair on Route 3                                                    

Office: 360-275-3714         Mon-Fri 9-3:30 PM                             

Mailing Address: PO Box 1197, Belfair WA 98528-1197                                

www.northmasonumc.org    office@northmasonumc.org                                        

Pastor: Rob McCoy  
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